216                 mimviEwiNG JAPAN
rank and privilege of the monk. She may become
a high church dignitary and conduct religious rites
just like a man/'
Abbess Seikan's reception room was a small
one and in Japanese style, its furnishings being
donations from parishioners. The karakami, or
paper doors, bore the crest of the Imperial House
of Fushimi, its motif taken from the back of the
chrysanthemum. This was alternated with the
km crest of Marquis Koga. Koen was about to
explain this but she was interrupted by the en-
trance of the Abbess. The latter was attired in a
splendid orchid robe with hem-length sleeves
which, aided by her plumpness, made her look as
wide as she was tall. As she knelt, she meticu-
lously folded the twenty-one pleats in her wide
skirt. Then, fingering her rosary, she was prepar-
ed for questions.
"Tokyo has very few nunneries/* she stated,
"only five in addition to the ZenkojL This is the
oldest and most influential one in Tokyo, and we
have twelve nuns here. There are about fifty
nuns in the Kwanto and over 12,000 in Japan.
The Jodo sect is one of the few having nunneries.
The others are the Sodo, Tendai and Shingon sects.
In fact, some three hundred of the approximately^
7000 Jodo temples are in charge of nuns. But